WELRA Newsletter April 2009

Welcome to members of Waimakariri Ecological 

and Landscape Restoration Alliance (WELRA) and other interested parties
This is the time to catch everyone up with the exciting developments for our association.

Website:  Thanks to Jack van Berkel at University of Canterbury for the new website he has set up.  It will be developed further over the next few months to include photos, maps, and reports of significant developments for WELRA.
Wilding Areas completed over last 6 months.
There has been significant volunteer activity over the past few months, on both Flock Hill and DoC land.

· 60 volunteers worked above Winding Stream back towards Lake Pearson. 

· Another group worked on west side of SH 73 opposite Parapet Rock, across from Cave Stream car park moving back towards the seed source.
· Conservation Volunteers worked east of Parapet Rock, and up Cave Stream.

· Local Castle Hill villagers began an area on the edge of Thomas Bush.
· EcoQuest from Kaiawa cleared an area within the Forest Park from the cattle stop up to Bridge Hill, and below the road.  

· Darfield High worked on Cheeseman Road.  

· Gerry McSweeney and his guests from Wilderness Lodge worked  on Dracophyllum Flat.

In future a record will be kept via an excel chart of date, species, number of people x number of hours.  An aerial photo will be marked to work out area covered.  Areas DoC has completed will be included. 
Funding
Exciting news is the results of funding applications.  The Lotteries Grants Board has given us a grant of$108,000 incl. GST, and the Canterbury Community Trust has made  a $40,000 donation.  This allows us to proceed to address the high priority areas in the 2007 plan.  Dave Hewson from ECan will be arranging for contractors to undertake the work as soon as conditions allow.
Thanks to Donna Woodley from ECan who processed our applications so successfully. 

